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The words people use say a lot about them. Some words say that they are smart, persuasive, and

informed. Others say that they don't know what they're talking about. Knowing which words to use

and how to use them are keys to getting the most from one's mind and to communicating

effectively.To find out which words readers absolutely need to know, The Princeton Review

researched the vocabularies of educated adults. The Princeton Review analyzed newspapers from

The New York Times to The Wall Street Journal, magazines from Time to Scientific American, and

books from current bestsellers to classics. Editors threw out words that most people know and

focused on the words that people misunderstand or misuse.TPR also combed through the SAT and

other standardized tests to determine which words are tested most frequently. In this updated third

edition, editors give readers the most important words they need to know to score higher.Includes

special lists covering:â€¢ Common usage errorsâ€¢ Most frequently tested words on standardized

testsâ€¢ Foreign phrases, abbreviations, and terms readers need to know to understand finance,

science, computers, and the arts

Series: Smart Guides

Paperback: 400 pages

Publisher: Princeton Review; 3rd edition (August 7, 2001)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0375762183

ISBN-13: 978-0375762185

Product Dimensions:  5.5 x 0.9 x 8.2 inches

Shipping Weight: 13.6 ounces

Average Customer Review:  4.4 out of 5 starsÂ Â See all reviewsÂ (34 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #444,013 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #251 inÂ Books > Reference >

Words, Language & Grammar > Alphabet   #423 inÂ Books > Reference > Words, Language &

Grammar > Vocabulary, Slang & Word Lists > Vocabulary   #1809 inÂ Books > Education &

Teaching > Studying & Workbooks > Study Guides

Word Smart gives one of the best selections of need-to-know words I have ever seen. It lists over

800 every-day-useful words, while avoiding the temptation of adding some long, snooty-sounding

words for the sake of intellectual arrogance. These are words that most college students should



know. If you can master these in high school, you will be on the way to a rock solid vocabulary.The

format of the book is straight forward. After a very helpful chapter on tips for learning new

vocabulary, the set of words is introduced in alphabetical order. Every ten words or so ends in a

quick quiz. This allows you to test what you have learned; you can also start with the quiz to see

what words you can skip over. The concluding chapters contain a lengthy final exam, the SAT and

GRE hit parade (words you should have mastered well before taking these standardized tests),

word roots, common usage errors, abbreviations, and some lists for the arts, science, finance, and

foreign words.This is a great book for anyone who would like to beef up on their vocabulary, or for

those who would just like a good review to make sure they are not using some words wrongly.

As always Word Smart is a great way to study for the SAT, GRE, and standardized tests. These

800+ words not only help you do good on standardized tests but also enrich your vocabulary for

everyday conversations. I especially found the pronunciation keys for every word very useful. It

doesn't really make you look very smart if you mispronounce a word does it? I found it really funny

that books never gave you pronunciations and was so pleased when I finally saw them in Word

Smart. The sentence examples are also a great way to learn how to use these words and Adam's

humor definitely shows up in some of them:) The word root list and GRE hit parade were also very

helpful.I recently got a score of 700 on my verbal section of the SATs. A large part of the reason

was Word Smart. The only reason I did not give it 5 stars was because I feel that you need to also

purchase Word Smart II to get all the words that you absolutely need to know for the SATs. There

are also some words in this book that are way too easy. Come on, ironic? Who doesn't know what

that means. Otherwise this book is a must-buy for anyone taking the SATs.

This book is essential for anyone taking the SAT/GRE/GMAT/LSAT. I'm currently studying for the

Law School Admissions Test, and this book has saved me from misunderstanding entire

paragraphs before. There is no worse feeling come test day than coming upon a pivotal sentence

and then not knowing what it means because you're drawing a blank on the meaning of the

verb.Even in day to day affairs, like watching the news or reading for pleasure, the words contained

in Word Smart and Word Smart II have helped in my understanding of various issues. Clearly, if you

want to participate in the "educated" community that (barely) exists in America, then Word Smart

and Word Smart II are essential reading.

I used these books when I was studying for the SATs years ago (I memorized ALL the words in



BOTH books) and my score shot up 80 points to the 97th percentile in the verbal section. I am a

teacher now and I use them inside my classroom and even as reference books at home. They are

awesome because they not only provide you with solid, easy-to-understand definitions, but

sentences that really give you a good understanding of the words. Even when I taught for

Kaplan(SAT test prep) in college, I always secretly recommended these particular books to my

students. Kaplan is good but these Princeton Review books are so far the best for vocabulary. Use

them even if you're not preparing for the SATs... I hope this review helps. :)

In a word: Excellent. This book clarifies the meaning of words. So not only will you learn them,

become aquainted with them, or use them -- you will properly use them. Wielding words in the

proper context. It's a must have for people serious about using an "educated vocabulary". . . .

This book will make you feel a lot smarter. Remember those words that you would see on papers

and magazines? You though you were not smart enough because you did not know their meaning?

If you answered yes, then this book will help a LOT. The words they teach you here are not only the

words students would find on SAT, but these are commonly-used words, but unfortunately, not

many people know of.Just a tip, this book is much more fun to read it you don't do it in one sitting;

it's much better if you keep on a place you would see it most of the time (e.g. desk) and open it each

time you seem to have the mood for it. You can then pick up a word or so and read it carefully and

make lively connections to these words -- this way, which is how I do it, is more effective.

Hi my name is James Chung... I'm a high school student in South Korea... I met this book when I

was 8th grade...This book was with me ever since.. Word Smart has helped me build my vocabulary

power.. before I studied the Word Smart my TEPS (a test in Korea relating to Korean university

admission) score was 750....but after i finished the Word Smart,, it became 934... in 6month i raised

184 point...(the perfect score is 990).. Also my SAT verbal score before I studied this book was

530.. but this June my official SAT verbal score is 730...I am always thankful to the Princeton

Review because it helped me build my dream again.. I can hope for higher universities than I ever

dreamed of...Whenever there are friends who wants help with their vocabulary... I recommend this

book to them.. and the result is always good!! Love this book!! Please buy this book and up your

scores^^!!
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